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A new species of Tenuiphantes Saaristo et Tanasevitch, 1996 
(Aranei: Linyphiidae) from Adygea, the Caucasus, Russia 
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ABSTRACT. Tenuiphantes lagonaki sp.n. (©) is 
described from the mountains of the northern Cauca- 
sus, Adygea. The new species is most similar to the 
Anatolian T. wunderlichi Saaristo et Tanasevitch, 1996, 
from which it readily differs in the shape of the lamella 
characteristica and the toothless embolic base. 


PE3IOME. C rop CesepHoro Kasxa3a (Agpires) 
onucan Tenuiphantes lagonaki sp.n. (C’). Hospi Buy 
OM30K K aHaTomMlicKkomy T. wunderlichi Saaristo et 
Tanasevitch, 1996, or koToporo xopomio oTmmuaerca 
þopmoň lamella characteristica, a Takxxe OTCyTCTBHeM 
3YOIOB Ha OCHOBaHHH ƏMŐÕOJOCA. 


Introduction 


While studying the spider fauna of Lagonaki Pla- 
teau in Adygea (the northern Caucasus), a new species 
of Tenuiphantes Saaristo et Tanasevitch, 1996 has been 
found. Description of the new species is the goal of this 
paper. 

All spider specimens were collected by pitfall traps, 
preserved in 70% ethanol and studied be means of a 
MBS-9 stereo microscope. The type material is de- 
posed in the collection of the Zoological Museum of 
the Moscow University, Russia (ZMMU; curator — 
K.G. Mikhailov). 

In the description, the sequence of leg segments in 
measurement data is as follows: femur + patella + tibia 
+ metatarsus + tarsus. All measurements are given in 
mm. Scale line in the figures corresponds to 0.1 mm. 


The terminology of genitalic structures follows that 
of Saaristo & Tanasevitch [1996]. 

The following abbreviations are used in the text 
and figures: BE — base of the embolus; EP — embo- 
lus proper; MM — median membrane; Mt — metatar- 
sus; PH — pit hook; SS — serrate surface. 


Description 


Tenuiphantes lagonaki sp.n. 
Figs 1-8. 


TYPES. Holotype ©’ (ZMMU) from Russia, the northern Cau- 
casus, Adygea Republic, Maikop Distr., SE slope of Plateau Lagona- 
ki, upper reaches of Armyanka River, “Instruktorskaya Shchel” Val- 
ley (44.014317°N, 39.981650°E), 1853 m a.s.l., subalpine meadow, 
pitfall traps, 8-23. VIIL.2013, leg. Yu. Chumachenko. PARATYPES: 
1 & (ZMMU), the same locality, pitfall traps, 23. VIII.—11.1X.2013, 
leg. Yu. Chumachenko; 1 ©’ (ZMMU), Plateau Lagonaki, nr. Azishs- 
kiy Pass (44.075861°N, 40.013417°E), 1810 m a.s.l., forest with 
Abies nordmanniana & Betula litwinowi, diverse herbs in clearing, 
pitfall traps, 16-19. VII.2015, leg. A.V. Ponomarev. 


ETYMOLOGY. The species name is a noun in 
apposition taken from the terra typica, the Plateau 
Lagonaki. 

DIAGNOSIS. The new species is most similar to 
the Anatolian Tenuiphantes wunderlichi Saaristo et 
Tanasevitch, 1996, but can readily be distinguished by 
the presence of three well sclerotized branches of the 
lamella characteristica (two in T. wunderlichi) and the 
arched distal part of the embolus, the absence of a 
tooth in the distal part of the paracymbium, as well as 
by the toothless embolic base. 
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Figs 1—6. Tenuiphantes lagonaki sp.n., holotype (1—2) and paratype from “Instruktorskaya Shchel” Valley (3—6): 1 — right palp; 2 — 
— paracymbium; 3 — lamella characteristica; 4-6 — embolus, different aspects. 

Puc. 1—6. Tenuiphantes lagonaki sp.n., ronotun (1—2) n naparan n3 yujenba «Hucrpykropckas meb» (3—6): 1 — mpaBas maba; 2 
— mapayumouym; 3 — lamella characteristica; 4—6 — 9MÕ00C, pa3JIMYHBIe aciieKTBI. 


DESCRIPTION. MALE (the holotype). Total length 
2.13. Carapace unmodified, 1.03 long, 0.85 wide, pale 
brown, with darker margins. Chelicerae 0.40 long. Al- 
most all legs are lost; remaining segments brownish 
yellow. Fel, 1.18 long, FeIV, 1.20 long. Palp (Figs 1- 
8): Palpal tibia without a special spine. Paracymbium 
relatively large, with a small, sharp tooth in it proximal 
part. Lamella characteristica with three well sclero- 
tized branches, of which the lowest one is smoothly 
curved and twice as long as others. The distal part of 
embolus arched, serrate surface present. Carina and 
thumb well developed. Basal part of embolus tooth- 
less. Abdomen 1.25 long, 0.80 wide, dorsally with a 
dark, “T”-shaped spot turned upside down in the ante- 
rior part, and transverse narrow bands posteriorly. 

FEMALE unknown. 


DISTRIBUTION. Known only from Plateau Lago- 
naki, Adygea, the Caucasus. 
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